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SUBJECT: 32ND UNGA: US/DUTCH BILATERAL 

REF: THE HAGUE 4614 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF A CONVERSATION ON OTHER MATTERS BERNARD 
BOT, ASSISTANT TO MFA DIR GEN FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, RUTTEN, 
MENTIONED UPCOMING US/DUTCH BILATERAL AROUND FRINGES 32ND 
UNGA. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION WHAT STEPS GON HAD TAKEN 
TO ARRANGE FOR BILATERAL, BOT SAID HE WOULD CHECK AND CALLED 
BACK LATER TO SAY DUTCH EMBASSY WASHINGTON HAD BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH THE DEPT AROUND JULY 19. HE WENT ON TO SAY HE HAD 
TOUCHED BASE WITH BOTH RUTTEN AND FON MIN VAN DER STOEL AND 
WISHED TO REITERATE GON REQUEST FOR BILATERAL ON EITHER 

3 OR 4 OCTOBER EITHER IN WASHINGTON OR NEW YORK. WE ASSURED 
BOT WE WOULD REPORT DUTCH FOLLOW-UP REQUEST RIGHT AWAY. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS NOT CLEAR WHY MFA DEPARTED FROM USUAL 
PATTERN OF ASKING FOR BILATERAL HERE. THE WAY BOT HANDLED 
THE MATTER SUGGESTS THAT MFA STAFF MAY HAVE DROPPED A STITCH 
IN NOT ARRANGING FOR FOLLOW-UP. IN ANY EVENT, IT IS NOW 

CLEAR THAT DUTCH ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO CUSTOMARY BILATERAL. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUBJECTS DUTCH MAY RAISE AND SUGGESTIONS FOR MATTERS WE MIGHT 
RAISE BEING SENT SEPTEL (THE HAGUE 4614). 

3. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 
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